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entities that disseminate news to the
general public through telephone, com-
puter or other telecommunications
methods. Moreover, as traditional
methods of news delivery evolve (e.g.,
electronic dissemination of newspapers
through telecommunications services),
such alternative media would be in-
cluded in this category. In the case of
freelance journalists, they may be re-
garded as working for a news organiza-
tion if they can demonstrate a solid
basis for expecting publication through
that organization, even though not ac-
tually employed by it. A publication
contract would be the clearest proof,
but NASA may also look to the past
publication record of a requester in
making this determination.

(p) The term commercial information
means, for the purpose of applying the
notice requirements of § 1206.610, infor-
mation provided by a submitter and in
the possession of NASA, that may ar-
guably be exempt from disclosure
under the provisions of Exemption 4 of
the FOIA (5 U.S.C. 552(b)(4)). The mean-
ing ascribed to this term for the pur-
pose of this notice requirement is sepa-
rate and should not be confused with
use of this or similar terms in deter-
mining whether information satisfies
one of the elements of Exemption 4.

(q) The term submitter means a person
or entity that is the source of commer-
cial information in the possession of
NASA. The term submitter includes, but
is not limited to, corporations, state
governments, and foreign governments.
It does not include other Federal Gov-
ernment agencies or departments.

(r) The term compelling need means:
(1) That a failure to obtain requested

records on an expedited basis could rea-
sonably be expected to pose an immi-
nent threat to the life or physical safe-
ty of an individual; or

(2) With respect to a request made by
a person primarily engaged in dissemi-
nating information, urgency to inform
the public concerning actual or alleged
Federal government activity.

(s) The term electronic reading room
means a World Wide Web site from
which members of the public can ac-
cess information regarding activities,
missions, organizations, publications,
or other material related to NASA’s
congressional mandate.

§ 1206.102 General policy.
(a) In accordance with section

203(a)(3) of the National Aeronautics
and Space Act of 1958 (42 U.S.C.
2473(a)(3)), it has been and continues to
be NASA policy to provide for the
‘‘widest practicable and appropriate
dissemination of information con-
cerning its activities and the results
thereof.’’

(b) In compliance with the Freedom
of Information Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. 552), a positive and continuing
obligation exists for NASA to make
available to the fullest extent prac-
ticable upon request by members of the
public all Agency records under its ju-
risdiction, as described in Subpart 2 of
this part, except to the extent that
they may be exempt from disclosure
under Subpart 3 of this part.

Subpart 2—Records Available
§ 1206.200 Types of records to be made

available.
(a) Records required to be published

in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The fol-
lowing records are required to be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER, for
codification in Title 14, Chapter V, of
the CFR.

(1) Description of NASA Head-
quarters and NASA Centers and the es-
tablished places at which, the employ-
ees from whom, and the methods
whereby, the public may secure infor-
mation, make submittals or requests,
or obtain decisions;

(2) Statements of the general course
and method by which NASA’s functions
are channeled and determined, includ-
ing the nature and requirements of all
formal and informal procedures avail-
able;

(3) Rules of procedure, descriptions of
forms available or the places at which
forms may be obtained, and instruc-
tions regarding the scope and contents
of all papers, reports, or examinations;

(4) Substantive rules of general appli-
cability adopted as authorized by law,
and statements of general policy or in-
terpretations of general applicability
formulated and adopted by NASA;

(5) Each amendment, revision, or re-
peal of the foregoing.

(b) Agency opinions, orders, state-
ments, and manuals.
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